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ARTICLE I-NAME

The official name of this organization shall be the “[SCHOOL] ENGAGE - Youth in Government Chapter.”

ARTICLE II-PURPOSES

The purposes of this organization are:

1.Civic Engagement: To foster an understanding of civic responsibility and encourage active
participation in governmental processes at all levels.

2.Educational Enhancement: To supplement the school curriculum with practical experiences and
insights into the functioning of local, state, and federal governments.

3.Career Exploration: To provide students with opportunities to explore careers in public service,
including law, government, public safety, and public administration.

4.Leadership Development: To develop leadership skills among students through roles in simulated
government positions and organizational leadership positions within the chapter.

5.Community Service: To engage students in community service projects that enhance their
understanding of the societal impact of governmental and legal systems.

6.Public Speaking and Debate Skills: To improve public speaking, argumentation, and debate skills
through structured debates, presentations, and mock government sessions.

7.Networking Opportunities: To connect students with professionals in government, law, and related
fields, as well as with peers who share similar interests.

8.Understanding of Law and Policy: To educate students on the importance of law, policy-making
processes, and the ethical implications of legal and governmental decisions.

9.Encouragement of Bipartisan Dialogue: To encourage a respectful exchange of ideas among students
with diverse political and ideological perspectives, promoting understanding and bipartisanship.

10. Preparation for Civic Involvement: To prepare students for active and informed participation in

democratic processes, fostering a generation that is well-equipped to contribute thoughtfully to public
discourse and policy.

These purposes align with the overarching goals of helping students become informed, involved, and
resilient citizens who are equipped to contribute positively to society and their future professions.

ARTICLE III—ORGANIZATION

Section 1. The [SCHOOL] ENGAGE Chapter shall be affiliated with the [STATE] Association of ENGAGE -
Youth in Government. The Chapter shall operate in accordance within its charter granted by the [STATE]
association.

Section 2. (For Chapters organized into sections) The [SCHOOL] Chapter shall be organized into sections.
The section is defined as 10 or more members with a specific focus; whose teacher serves as the section
Advisor; having an elected set of section officers; and having planned a section calendar of activities.
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Section 3. Section and Chapter activities shall be coordinated by appropriate executive councils.

Section 4. A section Advisory council composed of community leaders from education, management and
labor shall be appointed by the appropriate school administrator upon recommendation of the section
executive council. The Advisory council shall provide counsel, advice, and assistance to the section in
carrying out section’s functions. Equal representation shall be given to management and labor. The
Advisory council shall assist in the administration of ENGAGE - Youth in Government.

Section 5. All section Advisors shall be members of a section Advisor committee. They shall meet
periodically to discuss ENGAGE as it relates to the instructional program.

ARTICLE IV-MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Membership in the Chapter shall be open to students who have been or are currently enrolled
in a middle school exploratory course in [SCHOOL] that prepares for future study in a career trade,
industrial, or leadership pathway; or any student interested in leadership, government and public
administration, law and public safety, or JROTC.

Section 2. Chapter membership shall be open to all students without regard to race, color, gender,
national origin, age, religion, creed, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression.

Section 3. State and national membership shall be permitted only through the Chapter, and all members
of the local Chapter must be members of the state and national organization.

Section 4. A membership year shall be from Aug. 1 through July 31.

Section 5. Classes of membership which will be recognized are:
« Active Members shall be secondary students (grades 6-12) who:
« demonstrate an interest in public service and safety and/or related fields or JROTC,
» who accept the purpose of ENGAGE and subscribe to its creed
« who demonstrate willingness to contribute to good school-community relations

Active members shall pay dues as established by ENGAGE and may participate in national events, in
accordance with the guidelines established by the National Organization, serve as voting delegates to the
National Leadership Competition & Conference, hold national office in accordance with Article VI, and
otherwise represent their state and local Chapters as approved by their respective state and local
Advisors.

« Honorary Life Members may be elected to a state or local Chapter by a majority vote. They shall be
persons who are assisting in the advancement of public service and safety education and/or who are
rendering outstanding service to ENGAGE. Honorary Life members shall not vote or hold office and
shall not be required to pay dues.

» National Honorary Life Members may be recommended by the membership and shall be accepted
upon approval by the board of directors of ENGAGE. They shall be persons making significant
contributions to the field of public service and safety education and/or to the growth and
development of ENGAGE. National Honorary Life members shall not vote or hold office and shall not
be required to pay dues.
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ARTICLE V—EXECUTIVE COUNCILS
Section 1. There shall be an executive council for each Chapter consisting of president, vice president,
secretary, treasurer, parliamentarian, and a president of each organized section.

Section 2. There shall be an executive council for each organized section with no less than three officers
deemed appropriate by section members.

Section 3. The chapter and section officers of [SCHOOL] ENGAGE shall be nominated and elected by ballot
at the first regular business session or chapter meeting of each school year. A majority vote of the active
members shall be necessary to elect an officer.

Section 4. The presidents and vice presidents of the sections and the Chapter Advisor shall be the
Chapter executive council and shall coordinate overall Chapter activities. They shall elect their own
officers.

ARTICLE VI—CHAPTER MEETINGS

Section 1. Regular section meetings shall be held during the school year.

Section 2. Several section and Chapter meetings shall be held during the school year.

Section 3. The appropriate executive council shall meet in advance of every section or Chapter meeting.

Section 4. Parliamentary procedure at all meetings will be governed by the current version of Robert's
Rules of Order, Newly Revised.

ARTICLE VII-VOTING

Section 1. [SCHOOL] ENGAGE members shall exercise their franchise through voting delegates at state
conferences if allowable by their state association.

Section 2. Each active member in good standing shall have the right to cast his or her vote concerning all
section and Chapter business and election of officers.

ARTICLE VIII-FINANCES
Section 1. The Chapter will be responsible for state and national ENGAGE dues.

Section 2. The Chapter Advisor and the section advisor shall be responsible for the finances and will
furnish an annual audit to the state ENGAGE director and the membership.

ARTICLE IX—LOGO, EMBLEM, AND COLORS

The logo, emblem and colors of [SCHOOL] ENGAGE shall be that of the national organization. The wearing
or use of the logo, emblem and colors will be governed by the national organization.
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ARTICLE X—AMENDMENTS
Section 1. The Chapter constitution shall be amended as follows:
« All proposed amendments to the constitution shall be submitted in writing to the chapter executive
council.
« [f the executive council passes the proposed amendment or an amended form of the proposed

amendment by a majority vote, and the membership votes by two-thirds majority for the amendment,
it shall be effective.

ARTICLE X!I—RULES, REGULATIONS, AND BYLAWS

Section 1. Such rules, regulations and bylaws as are deemed necessary for the proper conduct of this
organization shall be adopted.

Section 2. No rules, regulations or bylaws shall be adopted that are contrary to this constitution.
(Items to include in the chapter bylaws include the names of the sections, amount of local, state and
national dues, committees and their duties, and the function of the advisory council.)




